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    Hi, my name is Dan Bowling, I am 35 years old and married. I came from a very strict Methodist family my father was the pastor for our local church. Every Sunday we had to attend regardless of our own personal thoughts and beliefs. The only thing that kept me from going crazy and rebelling against everything my father said to me was a good friend who is still a very good friend of my Darcy Arlington. Darcy was the kind of person who did not care what religion or color, or sexual preference she never judged anyone. She was the kindest soul you could ever meet and that is why she is still my best friend. Her words to me every church Sunday was doing not judge your father for what he does not understand. His love for you is unconditional but conditioned to his beliefs. I think about those words to this day, and now I am a married man, and the interesting thing about me being married now is because my marriage is with another man.
 I have been an advocate for gay marriage and now in our decade of being able to exist with open minded people, which now has created a more accepting generation of people who believe in the freedom of choice. And feel that state and religious beliefs should not inflict upon a person’s right to marry whether you are gay or straight. I have spent my life time working and speaking about the message of equality. My hard work and dedication, belief in what is right about being able to have a great support system and family around me now who accepts me as I am. This has now allowed me and many other people, to be able to conquer a great feat of being able to have the legal right to marriage. This is a huge accomplishment we now have a legal right to our spouse assets that we have built together like every other working family just wanting the same thing in love, marriage and family now I can say my future is bright and hopeful.

   Life has been an amazing venture; I have loved, learned and had passions for many things in life. But my greatest accomplishment is that my father now understands and is more accepting to my life decisions, and truly understands who I am. Loving those around me honestly and openly is the best gift any person can give oneself, I can only express to all of those people who doubt their own future our beliefs, is to always stay true to oneself.
If you love someone who is passionate about holding on to the good in life, don’t let it go. Because people are going to give up on you even if they love you but you cannot give up on yourself, and the world is a cruel harsh place at times and if you allow it break your will, your eyes will close to what is true and what you believe in. The true beauty of life is to enjoy and accept people for the differences if you can see past all of like my friend Darcy, this world would really be a beautiful place.  I think of my life and everything that I have gone through being a gay man, with a Methodist preacher father, who I was his biggest mistake in life until he understood who I was. I stood tall and did not allow it to knock me down even though at times I was hopeless, but my friends simple words, kept me up and after being knocked down, all that was left was up. Up I went and now I am able to feel complete and accepted and without prejudice life goes on.

